




SC Standard: 
5-5.1 Explain the causes and the course of the Cold War between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the United States, including McCarthyism, the 
spread of communism, the Korean Conflict, Sputnik, the Berlin Wall, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War.

I Can Statement: 
I can explain the development of the Berlin Wall, its purpose, and the demolition 
of the wall.

Essential Question: 
What impact did the Berlin Wall have on Germany?



Online Videos
Berlin Wall and Collapse of the Soviet Union

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/a6ef7154-382e-480f-93f6-
fb529f625564/
The Berlin Wall 
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/dec7b12e-8347-42dc-8e59-
52b5b849d8d0/
Berlin Wall
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/f0e4abfe-ed1c-483c-ae3f-
de5bcda40624/

Pencil     
Paper
Marker/Colored Pencils
Shoebox/poster board

Materials and Resources

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/a6ef7154-382e-480f-93f6-fb529f625564/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/dec7b12e-8347-42dc-8e59-52b5b849d8d0/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/f0e4abfe-ed1c-483c-ae3f-de5bcda40624/


Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include: 

All work completed during today’s lesson will be 
submitted to your teacher. 

1. Opener:  Picture of the Day 

2. Vocabulary Frayer Model 

3. Reading Comprehension Questions 

4. Video T-Chart

5. Berlin Wall Diorama

Activities



Activity 1:  Picture of the Day

1. Give three adjectives to describe what you see in this picture.
2. Why do you think the people painted on the wall?
3. What would it be like if our city had a wall down the middle?



Activity 2: Vocabulary
Using three of the following Cold War 
terms write a short diary entry describing 
a day of life in the Cold War:

capitalism, communism, dictator, iron curtain, 
anticommunism



Write your Diary Entry below



Activity 3: Reading
Berlin Wall
The Berlin Wall was built by the communist 
government of East Berlin in 1961. The wall 
separated East Berlin and West Berlin. It was 
built in order to prevent people from fleeing 
East Berlin. In many ways it was the perfect 
symbol of the "Iron Curtain" that separated 
the democratic western countries and the 
communist countries of Eastern Europe 
throughout the Cold War.



How it All Started
After World War II the country of Germany ended up dividing 
into two separate countries. East Germany became a 
communist country under the control of the Soviet Union. At 
the same time West Germany was a democratic country and 
allied with Britain, France, and the United States. The initial 
plan was that the country would eventually be reunited, but 
this didn't happen for a long time.

The City of Berlin
Berlin was the capital of Germany. Even though it was located 
in the eastern half of the country, the city was controlled by all 
four major powers; the Soviet Union, the United States, 
Britain, and France.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



Defections
As people in East Germany began to realize that they did not want to 
live under the rule of the Soviet Union and communism, they started 
to leave the eastern part of the country and move to the west. These 
people were called defectors.

Over time more and more people left. The Soviet and East German 
leaders began to worry that they were losing too many people. Over 
the course of the years 1949 to 1959, over 2 million people left the 
country. In 1960 alone, around 230,000 people defected.

Although the East Germans tried to keep people from leaving, it was 
fairly easy for people to leave the city of Berlin because the inside of 
the city was controlled by all four major powers.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



Building the Wall
Finally, the Soviets and the East German leaders had had enough. On 
August 12th and 13th of 1961 they built a wall around Berlin to 
prevent people from leaving. At first the wall was just a barbed wire 
fence. Later it would be rebuilt with concrete blocks 12 feet high and 
four feet wide.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



The Wall is Torn Down
In 1987 President Ronald Reagan gave a speech in Berlin where 
he asked the leader of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, to 
"Tear down this Wall!"

Around that time the Soviet Union was beginning to collapse. 
They were losing their hold on East Germany. A few years later 
on November 9, 1989 the announcement was made. The 
borders were open and people could freely move between 
Eastern and Western Germany. Much of the wall was torn down 
by people chipping away as they celebrated the end to a divided 
Germany. On October 3, 1990 Germany was officially reunified 
into a single country.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



Interesting Facts About the Berlin Wall
•The Eastern Germany government called the wall the Anti-Fascist 

Protection Rampart. The Western Germans often referred to it as 

the Wall of Shame.

•Around 20% of the East German population left the country in the 

years leading up to the building of the wall.

•The country of East Germany was officially called the German 

Democratic Republic or GDR.

•There were also many guard towers along the wall. Guards were 

ordered to shoot anyone attempting to escape.

•It is estimated that around 5000 people escaped over or through 

the wall during the 28 years it stood. Around 200 were killed trying 

to escape.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



Reading Comprehension Quiz.
Circle the best answer for each questions 

Activity 3: Reading Quiz

https://www.ducksters.com/history/cold_war/berlin_wall_questions.php


https://www.ducksters.com/history/cold_war/berlin_wall_questions.php


Activity 4: Video
Watch the following 
videos: 

Berlin Wall and Collapse of the Soviet Union

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/vid
eos/a6ef7154-382e-480f-93f6-fb529f625564/
The Berlin Wall 
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/vid
eos/dec7b12e-8347-42dc-8e59-
52b5b849d8d0/
Berlin Wall
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/vid
eos/f0e4abfe-ed1c-483c-ae3f-de5bcda40624/

As you view the video, fill in the 
following t-chart and record 
descriptions for East Berlin and 
West Berlin. 

East Berlin West Berlin

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/a6ef7154-382e-480f-93f6-fb529f625564/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/dec7b12e-8347-42dc-8e59-52b5b849d8d0/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/f0e4abfe-ed1c-483c-ae3f-de5bcda40624/


Activity 5: 
Berlin Wall Diorama

Using what you learned from today’s lesson create a 3D model of 
what you believe East and West Berlin looked liked during the Cold 
War.  This model should include the Berlin Wall. Think about what 
life was like for the Berliners on both sides. In addition to your 
diorama, write a paragraph describing the purpose for building 
the wall and why the wall was eventually destroyed. 




